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lowa’s unemployment rate remained
at 2.4 percent in May. The state’s
jobless rate was 2.6 percent one
year ago.

The state’s total unemployment level
increased slightly to 40,700 in May
from 40,300 in April.

The U.S. unemployment rate held
steady at 3.6 percent in May.
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About 25 percent of Ul recipients drew
the maximum number of weeks of
benefits available to them. This
exhaustion rate exceeded 40 percent
during the recession in 2010, but has
been around 25 percent for the last
two years.

The maximum number of weeks of
regular Ul benefits available ranges
from 8 to 26 per benefit year
depending on an individual's
earnings.

lowa establishments added 1,100 jobs in
May following a gain of 4,500 in April.
These were the first two gains this year.

¢ Financial activities added 700 jobs following
losses in three of the last four months.

e Construction added 600 jobs this May and
is now up 3,100 jobs over the past two
months. This follows a weak first quarter
which pared 2,100 jobs.

e Manufacturing pared 200 jobs and has now
lost jobs in three of the last four months.

¢ Retail trade trended down again in May,
losing 1,000 jobs This is the third loss in the
last four months.

e Education and health care combined to add
600 jobs and remains 1,500 jobs higher
than last year's mark. This sector has
advanced in three consecutive months.

e lowais up 6,300 jobs versus last year.
Manufacturing is up 6,500 jobs and
professional and business services is up
2,100 jobs.

e U.S. total nonfarm employment gained
75,000 jobs in May, far fewer than the prior
twelve month average.
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